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Last week marked the second full month 
that Britain has gone without using coal to 
make energy.

This is remarkable because coal had been 
used to make power in Britain for over 130 
years. In fact, even ten years ago, Britain got 
around four tenths of its power from coal. 

The UK has been using more renewable 
sources of energy lately. Solar, wind and 
tidal power are called renewable because 
they don’t run out. 

For example, solar power is created using 
light from the sun to make electricity. 
Renewable energy sources also don’t release 
greenhouse gases as they create energy.

When burnt in a power plant, coal heats 
water up to create steam. This steam is able 
to spin turbines that create huge amounts 
of electricity.

However, when coal is burned, it releases 
carbon dioxide into the air. Carbon dioxide 
is a greenhouse gas which contributes to 
climate change. 

Because of climate change, the UK 
government is aiming to reach net zero 

carbon emissions by 2050. This means that 
any carbon that gets into the air, through 
things such as cars and power stations, must 
be removed from the air.  

To do this, the UK government says that 
they want to plant more trees. Trees absorb 
carbon dioxide and produce oxygen, which 
we need to breathe. They also want more 
energy to be made using renewable sources. 

UK Doesn’t Use Coal for 2 Months

Glossary

greenhouse gas Gases that trap heat 
and cause the planet to 
get warmer.

turbine A machine in which 
a wheel or rotor 
with blades that 
create electricity.

climate change Changes to the world’s 
weather due to more 
greenhouse gases.

emissions When gases are 
released.

What are fossil fuels?

• Fossil fuels are non-renewable fuels, 
such as coal, oil and gas. 

• They can all be burned to create 
energy which can be used to 
make electricity. 

Photo: Solar power uses sunlight to make energy. 
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Questions
1. Which of the following is not a renewable energy source? 

   coal power
   solar power
   tidal power
   wind power

2. In the second paragraph, which word means ‘unusual, special or surprising’? 

 

3. Give one example of how renewable energy sources are different from fossil fuels. 

 

 

4. Tick each statement to show whether it is true or false. 
True False

Britain has not used coal for two months
Solar energy is not being used to make energy.
Burning coal produces no greenhouse gasses.
Wind energy is a fossil fuel.

5. Why do the UK government want to plant more trees? 
 

 

 

6. Summarise the key information in this story in 20 words or fewer. 
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Answers
1. Which of the following is not a renewable energy source? 

   coal power
   solar power
   tidal power
   wind power

2. In the second paragraph, which word means ‘unusual, special or surprising’? 
remarkable

3. Give one example of how renewable energy sources are different from fossil fuels. 
Accept an answer which refers to renewable energy sources not running out or not 
releasing greenhouse gases as they create energy.

4. Tick each statement to show whether it is true or false. 
True False

Britain has not used coal for two months 

Solar energy is not being used to make energy. 

Burning coal produces no greenhouse gasses. 

Wind energy is a fossil fuel. 

5. Why do the UK government want to plant more trees? 
Accept any answer which refers to the following, e.g. Trees absorb carbon dioxide and 
produce oxygen, which we need to breathe. 

6. Summarise the key information in this story in 20 words or fewer. 
Accept any reasonable answer which refers to the story and is 20 words or fewer 
in length, e.g. Britain has gone two months without using coal to create electricity. 
Instead, Britain has been using more renewable energy. 
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