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16-Year-Old 
Becomes Finland’s 
PM for the Day

Finland’s prime minister got the chance to 
put her feet up last week as 16-year-old Aava 
Murto took over for the day.

It was part of the ‘Girls Takeover’ event. 
It’s an event which coincides with the United 
Nations International Day of the Girl. ‘Girls 
Takeover’ lets young women step into the shoes 
of leaders in politics and business around 
the world. 

Aava is a student who campaigns about 
climate change and human rights issues. 
However, she chose to use her time as PM to talk 
about technology and gender equality.

In a speech, Aava said that many people 
think “boys are more interested and skilled in 
technology than girls.” But, she added that girls 
“represent enormous potential. With our help, 
many issues can be solved.” 

She spoke about some of the difficulties girls 
face online when using technology. She also 
spoke of the benefits technology has given her.

“Technology makes it possible for me to 
communicate, seek information, broaden my 
perspectives”. However, she did point out “not 
everyone has the same opportunity to use 
technology”.

Although she wasn’t allowed to make any 
new laws, Aava did have meetings with members 
of the Finnish parliament and Prime Minister 
Sanna Marin.

Sanna Marin became the youngest serving 
prime minister in the world when she took over 
last year at the age of 34. 

She leads a coalition (when different political 
parties rule a country together) of five parties all 
led by women.

This was the fourth time that Finland has 
joined in with the ‘Girls Takeover’ event. Other 
countries, such as Vietnam, Sudan, Kenya and 
Peru, all joined in swaps this year too.

So, of course, it begs the question - what 
would you do if you took over your country for 
a day? Who would you talk to and what would 
you speak about?

“Aava Murto and Sanna Marin” by FinnishGovernment is licensed under CC BY 2.0

Photo: Aava Murto (left) with Finnish prime minister 
Sanna Marin.

Glossary

coincides Happens at the same time.

campaigns  Takes actions to achieve a 
change.

gender 
equality

When both men and women 
are given the same chances and 
opportunities.

perspectives Knowing more about the 
importance of different things.
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What is International Day of the Girl?

• The United Nations (UN) declared that October 
11th each year would be International Day of 
the Girl Child.

• The UN says it recognises “girls’ rights and the 
unique challenges girls face around the world.”
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Questions
1. Locate two countries mentioned in the article which joined in with ‘Girls Takeover’.

1.  

2.  

2. Tick to show whether the statements are true or false according to the article. 
True False

Aava Murto is Finland’s prime minister.
When she took over last year, Sanna Marin became the youngest  
serving prime minister in the world.
This was the first time Finland had joined in with the ‘Girls Takeover’.
International Day of the Girl Child is on October 11th each year.

3.  Although she wasn’t allowed to make any new laws, Aava did have meetings with 
members of the Finnish parliament and Prime Minister Sanna Marin. Give the meaning 
of the word ‘parliament’ as it is used in this sentence. 

  

 

4. Find one piece of evidence which gives you the impression that Sanna Marin thinks 

International Day of the Girl and ‘Girls Takeover’ are important events. 

  

 

5. In the sentence: ‘Girls Takeover’ lets young women step into the shoes of leaders in 
politics and business around the world. What does the group of words ‘step into the 
shoes’ mean? (tick one) 

   Lose your job.
   Try on someone’s shoes.
   Wear the shoes of someone important.
   Take control of a task or job.

6. Using information from the story, fill in the missing words to complete the sentence. 

16-year-old       spent the day as prime minister of            .  

 She spoke about about technology and  .
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Answers
1. Locate two countries mentioned in the article which joined in with ‘Girls Takeover’. 

Accept any two from: Finland, Vietnam, Sudan, Kenya and Peru.

2. Tick to show whether the statements are true or false according to the article. 
True False

Aava Murto is Finland’s prime minister. 

When she took over last year, Sanna Marin became the youngest  
serving prime minister in the world.



This was the first time Finland had joined in with the ‘Girls Takeover’. 

International Day of the Girl Child is on October 11th each year. 

3.  Although she wasn’t allowed to make any new laws, Aava did have meetings with 
members of the Finnish parliament and Prime Minister Sanna Marin. Give the meaning 
of the word ‘parliament’ as it is used in this sentence. 

Accept any reasonable answer referencing the meaning of the word, e.g. The people who 

run a country and make the laws.

4. Find one piece of evidence which gives you the impression that Sanna Marin thinks 

International Day of the Girl and ‘Girls Takeover’ are important events. 

Accept any reasonable answer which references her giving up her job for the day and 

meeting with Aava, e.g. She supported the event this year by allowing a 16-year old to 

have a go at her job.

5. In the sentence: ‘Girls Takeover’ lets young women step into the shoes of leaders in 
politics and business around the world. What does the group of words ‘step into the 
shoes’ mean? (tick one) 

   Lose your job.
   Try on someone’s shoes.
   Wear the shoes of someone important.
   Take control of a task or job.

6. Using information from the story, fill in the missing words to complete the sentence. 

16-year-old    Aava Murto   spent the day as prime minister of    Finland    .  

 She spoke about about technology and      gender equality     .

16-Year-Old Becomes Finland’s PM for the Day

visit twinkl.com

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/newsroom

