
KS2 Maths at home

Parents Guide



Introduction

In this guide you will find:

• Top tips

• Practical learning

• Methods

• Online interactive games and resources

• Glossary

This guide has been created to support parents/carers in helping their child 

with Maths at home. 

The top tips are to give you ideas to engage your child in learning Maths at 

home.

The practical learning section is to help you support your child if they are 

stuck with their work. It has tips on how to break learning down to it’s most 

basic form before building up to their year group level.

The methods section demonstrates the methods your child will use in each 

year group for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.

The online interactive games and resources section offers a range of 

websites your child can use to practise their Maths skills.

The glossary is an optional range of Maths vocabulary that you may wish to 

use if there is new vocabulary that you or your child need support with. You 

will not use it all but is there to support a range of concepts in Key Stage One.

Please remember we are only a phone call or a message on Showbie away if 

you need any help at all!



Top tips
Taken and adapted from advice from

Maths skills can be developed at home by involving them in everyday 

activities such as baking, working out change or the perimeter and area 

of rooms in the house. This also develops their problem solving and 

reasoning skills in real life contexts.

Don’t underestimate yourself, or the power you have as a parent getting 

involved in your child’s learning.

Your role

Positive mindset is EVERYTHING!

You may find yourself from time to time saying ‘I was never good at 

Maths.’ Children will pick up and mirror this energy. We would advise 

parents to use positive language such as ‘It’s fine to make mistakes, we 

all do’ or ‘It’s ok that you find this tricky, let’s look through it together.’

Positivity can go a long way to improving their attitude towards Maths.

Top Tip 1



Top tips
Taken and adapted from advice from

Use Maths talk every day.

This could be as simple as asking your child to count the chicken 

nuggets and asking them whether the number or nuggets is a prime 

number or not. You could further develop their knowledge by asking 

questions such as: if this is a composite number, what are the factor 

pairs?

Top Tip 2

Develop their memory skills.

It has been found that the younger generation have little need to 

memorise things such as phone numbers. Start off with something 

simple like memorising a phone number. Make a game out of it to help 

develop their memory skills.

This will soon develop into memorising times tables, addition facts, 

subtraction facts and many other mathematical skills.

Top Tip 3



Top tips
Taken and adapted from advice from

Play maths games together.

Games have always been a fun way to engage children in their learning 

and a great bonding tool between adults and their children. Simple times 

table games, or games linked to their current objective in Maths, can 

support the children in engaging in their learning and retaining what 

they have learned. 

Top Tip 4

Numbers and shapes are EVERYWHERE.

Help your child to recognise that numbers and shapes are everywhere. 

Asking them what the shape of a sign is on a walk or what number they 

see on the sign can be really important in developing their knowledge of 

Maths in real life contexts. This could be developed further by asking 

questions such as: is this a squared number? If you divided that number 

by 1000, what number would you now have?

Top Tip 5



Practical learning

Practical learning is important at all ages to develop your child’s understanding of 

Mathematical concepts. KS2 are able to complete without these resources, however, 

this is an option if your child is struggling with a particular concept.

ANYTHING can be made practical and you don’t need our Maths resources to achieve 

this. Below are some examples of how to make Maths fun and practical for children if 

they need further support with their home learning!

If you need any more ideas, please ask the class teacher on Showbie how to support 

your child practically with that concept.

The importance of practical learning

Baking trays and pom poms 

are an alternative.



Methods

You may remember a quicker or easier way to complete a calculation, which is great. 

However, these methods have been put in place to support your child across their 

learning in our primary school and will be used in national testing. As these can be 

new to both children and adults, we have attached the methods for Year 3- Year 6 for 

you to access and support them at home.

Importance of using the right methods

Addition

Year 3
Three digit numbers

Year 4
Four digit numbers



Methods

Addition

Year 5
Four + digit numbers

Year 6
Several digits



Methods

Subtraction

Year 3
Three digit numbers

Year 4
Four digit numbers



Methods

Subtraction

Year 5
Four + digit numbers

Year 6
Several digits

3.65km – 2804m = ?



Methods

Multiplication

Year 3 Year 4



Methods

Multiplication

Year 5 Year 6



Methods

Division

Year 3 Year 4



Methods

Division

Year 5 Year 6



Online interactive games and 

resources

TT Rockstars should be accessed for at least 10 minutes a day in KS2. This will 

greatly support your child in memorising their times table facts so that they can 

apply those facts right throughout their lives.

Youtube have a range of songs and rhymes to practise times tables, 

shapes, adding, subtracting and much more!

BBC Bitesize have a range of free games to support learning 

key facts at home.



Glossary

Vocabulary is so important in children’s learning and developing of 

Maths knowledge. We know and understand that some of this 

vocabulary will be new or different to when you attended school so 

we’ve attached an up to date glossary of possible vocabulary that can 

support you and your child. It is not compulsory to use this – just a 

support if and when required!

Glossary


















