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The tree sat quite alone in the middle of the field. No sheep grazed beneath 
it, no squirrels swung from its large limbs and even the birds’ usual feast 
of beetles and worms had avoided its gnarled trunk. For all the life it 
sustained, the tree might as well have been an island floating among 
treacherous seas. 

One day, when the tree was nearing 900 years old, a passing wizard stopped 
to shelter from the midday sun. The wizard was old and had seen many trees in his lifetime 
but something seemed different about this one. Just as he was about to 
sit down and rest, the wizard placed his hand against the trunk.

Immediately, he jumped back in surprise as the trunk began to crackle 
and spark. Unable to move from both shock and a longing curiosity 
most great wizards are born with, he watched with wide eyes as 
the tree began to shudder. All of a sudden, the bark started to twist, 
turn and fold in on itself until it roughly resembled a human face. 
Then, a voice that sent tremors across the neighbouring fields and 
villages began to speak.

***
1. …the tree might as well have been an island… 

Why is this a good way to describe the tree? 

  

 

 2. …even the birds’ usual feast of beetles and worms had avoided its gnarled trunk. 
Why has the author chosen to use the word ‘feast’ in this sentence? 
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 3. Which of these words and phrases has the author used to show that the tree is old? 
Tick two. 

    gnarled 

   wide 

   crackle and spark 

   tremors 

  nearing 900 years

 4. …a voice that sent tremors across the neighbouring fields and villages… 
What does this tell you about the tree’s voice? 
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1. the tree might as well have been an island… 
Why is this a good way to describe the tree? 
 

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think it’s a good way to describe the tree because 
the tree is all alone in a field like an island is all alone in the sea.

2.  …even the birds’ usual feast of beetles and worms had avoided its gnarled trunk.
Why has the author chosen to use the word ‘feast’ in this sentence? 
 

Accept answers which suggest that the beetles and worms are food for the birds, 
such as: The author has chosen to use the word ‘feast’ because beetles and worms are 
tasty food for birds and there are usually lots of them.

3. Which of these words and phrases has the author used to show that the tree is old? 
Tick two. 

    gnarled 

   wide 

   crackle and spark 

   tremors 

  nearing 900 years

4. …a voice that sent tremors across the neighbouring fields and villages… 
What does this tell you about the tree’s voice? 
 

Accept answers which suggest that the voice is either deep or frightening, such as: It 
tells you that the tree’s voice was so deep that it made the nearby places shake.


