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Prince William 
Launches 
‘Earthshot’ Prize

Prince William has launched a new global 
environment prize. Its aim is to become the 
environmental version of the Nobel Prizes. 

The prize is called ‘Earthshot.’ The hope is that 
it will help save the planet from the effects of 
climate change by 2030. 
There are five key aims or ‘Earthshots’ which 
need to be achieved in the next ten years. 

• Protect and restore nature
• Clean our air
• Revive our oceans
• Build a waste-free world
• Fix our climate
Therefore, during the next decade, £50 million 

will be awarded to the best ideas from across 
the globe. 

Five prizes of £1 million pounds will be up for 
grabs each year! So that, by 2030, 50 different 
good ideas and technologies will have been 
given money.

And, the great news is, anyone can enter! The 
prize can be awarded to an individual, a group 
or even an entire country! 

Prince William will be one of the people 
who’ll decide who gets the prizes each year. 
He’ll be joined by other famous people who have 
encouraged action on climate change in the past. 

They include an astronaut, an entrepreneur, 
sports stars, a singer and even the Queen 
of Jordan.  

The hope is that this prize will encourage 
people to invest their time and efforts into new, 
groundbreaking ways to rescue planet Earth. 

Prince William said he thought there was not 
much positivity around the subject of climate 
change. But, “People can achieve great things.” 

“The next ten years present us with one of 
our greatest tests – a decade of action to repair 
the Earth.”

If you have an idea which you believe will 
help solve the climate crisis, then maybe you 
could be one of the future prize winners?

Illustration: Prince William.

Glossary

Nobel Prizes Prizes awarded each year 
to people who make an 
outstanding contribution to 
mankind.

restore Bring back or return.

entrepreneur A person who starts a 
business or businesses.

groundbreaking Significant new ideas or 
actions.
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What is climate change?

• Climate change describes the rising temperature 
of the Earth.

• Scientists say this is leading to higher 
temperatures, more extreme weather, rising sea 
levels and is impacting animal and plant life.
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Questions
1. Recall two of the ‘Earthshots’.

1.  

2.  

2.  Therefore, during the next decade, £50 million will be awarded to the best ideas from 
across the globe. Give the meaning of the word ‘decade’ as it is used in this sentence. 

 

3. Draw lines to complete the corresponding facts. One has been done for you.

£5 million  is affecting the planet.

Prince William  is one of the ‘Earthshots’.

Climate change will help decide the winners.

Cleaning our air will be awarded each year.

4.  Prince William said he thought there was not much positivity around the subject 
of climate change. What does the group of words ‘not much positivity’ mean in this 
sentence? 

   A lot of optimism and hope
   A lack of optimism and hope
   Not much doom and gloom
   A little bit of unhappiness

5. What evidence in the text is there that Prince William thinks we should act quickly to 
lessen the impact of climate change on our planet? 

 

 

6. Which of the following alternate headlines best summarises the article? 

   Prince William Prevents Action on Climate Change
   ‘Earthshot’ Prizes Launched to Help Increase Climate Change
   £50 Million Given to Astronauts, Entrepreneurs, and Queens
   ‘Earthshot’ Prize Hopes to Help Save the Planet
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Questions
1. Recall two of the ‘Earthshots’. 

Accept any two from: Protect and restore nature, Clean our air, Revive our oceans, Build 

a waste-free world, Fix our climate

2.  Therefore, during the next decade, £50 million will be awarded to the best ideas from 
across the globe. Give the meaning of the word ‘decade’ as it is used in this sentence. 
10 years

3. Draw lines to complete the corresponding facts. One has been done for you

£5 million  is affecting the planet.

Prince William  is one of the ‘Earthshots’.

Climate change will help decide the winners.

Cleaning our air will be awarded each year.

4.  Prince William said he thought there was not much positivity around the subject 
of climate change. What does the group of words ‘not much positivity’ mean in this 
sentence? 

   A lot of optimism and hope
   A lack of optimism and hope
   Not much doom and gloom
   A little bit of unhappiness

5. What evidence in the text is there that Prince William thinks we should act quickly to 
lessen the impact of climate change on our planet? 

Accept any reasonable answer which references the time scale of the ‘Earthshot’ prizes, 

e.g. He wants to help repair the Earth before 2030.

6. Which of the following alternate headlines best summarises the article? 

   Prince William Prevents Action on Climate Change
   ‘Earthshot’ Prizes Launched to Help Increase Climate Change
   £50 Million Given to Astronauts, Entrepreneurs, and Queens
   ‘Earthshot’ Prize Hopes to Help Save the Planet
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